Conclusion and Epilogue 
Song of Songs 8:5-8:14



By KC Ung

Study 4: 

I. The Mating of Elevated Love or the Meetings in Courtship

1:2-3:5

II. The Mating of Elevated Love
1:1-3:5

III. The Marriage (or the Language) of Elevated Love
3:6-5:1

IV. The Maturation of the Marriage
5:2-8:4
V. Conclusion:  Real Love and its Reality
8:5-7
A The Emergence of True Love  



8:5

1. The Image Conjured – A Loving Couple Coming out of the wilderness.
8:5a

a. The Depiction in the Desert – the wilderness experience.



b. Their Triumph over Trials – 



i. They have Complemented each other well and Conquered insecurities.
1:5, 6

ii. They have Overcome external Obstacles.

2:15

iii. The have Patched up Personal differences and indifferences.
5:2-7

c. Their Lasting Love in Leaning upon one another: Exhausted (Endearing?), but Exhilarated

2. The Message Conveyed – the Awakening under the Apple tree.
8:5b

a. The Apple tree – the symbol of Affections in the Ancient world.
Cf. 2:3
b. The Awakening under the Apple tree – a new Life of Love together.
8:5c cf. 2:3, 5

c. The Axiom Adjusted to the new Awakening – 

[Beloved/Lover speaking?]

True, her/his mother gave Birth to her/him, but now she/he Belongs to him/her. Cf. Gen. 2: 24

B The Explanation of Love [By the Beloved or the Lover?]


8:6, 7

1. The Request to the Lover to put his Seal of Possession on her.

8:6a Cf. Gen. 38:18

2. The Reality of Love – the Strength of Passion.

8:6b-7a

a. It is Universal as death and its Passion for Possession as Uncompromising as the grave.

b. Its Fierce passion is like a blazing Fire, like a mighty Flame

c. It is a Persevering Passion that cannot be quenched by waters or floods.
8:7a, NRSV

· Love is as strong as Death – it cannot be killed by Disaster.

3. What Real Love is

8:7b

a. It is Priceless and cannot be bought by Wealth.

b. It is Personal and must be Wooed and Won.

· Love cannot be Bought for any price: it is freely Bestowed

Final Remarks: 


The Attributes of the Song of Songs
Or The Language of Elevated Love

1. It is an Expression of Divine Love in Human Terms using Wholesome Words – both poetic and romantic.

2. It is not Erotic Love but an Extended Proverb which illustrates the richness and beauty of human love. 

3. It is not an Exotic Lyric but a song of Exquisite Purity.




[E.J Young]

VI. the epilogue: how love began
8:8-14
Verses 9-12 – A Flashback recalling what the beloved’s Siblings once Said?

Cf. 1:6


 A Fear of the Couple for the beloved’s real “Sister”?

A A Recollection of the Beloved’s Growing up

8:8-9

Her brothers’ Concern for the time when she would be Eligible
8:8, 9


1. She was not Well-formed. They Worried about her future.
8:8

2. Was she a Wall? – Knowing how to Protect what was Precious in her.
8:9

3. Then they would help her Build a Battlement of silver on her. (?)
8:9a, NRSV, NIV

4. Was she a Welcoming Door to all free and easy? 
8:9b


Then she would be Barred and the door Barricaded with cedar planks, and her freedom curbed.

· Love is as strong as Death – it cannot be killed by Disaster.

B A Recollection of the Beloved’s Measuring Up

8:10

1. She had been Chaste – I am a wall.
8:10a

2. She had developed “Completely”- my breasts like towers:
8:10b cf. 4:5; 7:3, 7, 8

3. She gave him Contentment – I … like one bringing contentment
8:10c, NIV

· Love is Locked up and reserved for the true Lover.
8:10
C A Recollection of the Beloved’s Meeting Up (with Solomon)

8:11, 12

1. It was at Solomon’s Vast Vineyard.

a. The Work demanded – each lessee to grow 1000 shekels worth of grapes.
8:11

b. The Worker to be paid 200 shekels worth of the fruit.

8:12b

2. The Beloved too had her Very own Vineyard
8:12a

a. It was her very own for her to Give to him; likewise her Person.
Cf. 1:6


b. Her fruit (1000s.) was also her Gift to him for his own Pleasure.
8:12a

· Love is Submission to the Head of the House in total Sharing.

D A Request to Live Up those days again

8:13-14

1. Lover: Let me hear your voice Whispering the Words of Love again.

8:13; Cf. 2:14

2. Beloved: I am Waiting – come relish me again; the mountains are Waiting.
8:14 cf. 2:17; 2:9

· Love is not Lost with time; it remains young and aLive all the time.



Like a young hart upon the mountains of spices.


8:14b
Cf. 
And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. 

And let him that heareth say, Come. 

And let him that is athirst Come.

Rev. 22:17

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I Come quickly. Amen. 

Even so, Come, Lord Jesus.

Rev. 22:20

Conclusion: 
This final invitation is to a Continued Celebration of the love and Communion which the happy couple shares. The joys of physical union and mutual enjoyment are stamped with God’s approval, for the Song of Songs is part of His Holy Word

The Song of Songs is a beautiful picture of God’s “endorsement” of physical love between husband and wife. Marriage is to be monogamous, permanent, self-giving unit, in which the spouses are intensely devoted and committed to each other, and take delight in each other. 
“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” Gen. 2:24

· The Song of Songs shows that sex in marriage is not “dirty”. 
· The physical attractiveness of a man and woman for each other 

and the fulfilment of those longings in marriage are natural and honourable. 
· But the book does more than extol physical attraction between the sexes. 
· It also honours pleasing qualities in the lovers’ personalities. 
· Also moral purity before marriage is praised (4:12).
· Premarital sex has no place in God’s plans (2:7; 3:5). 
· Faithfulness before and after marriage is expected and honoured (6:3; 7:10; 8:12). 
· Such faithfulness in marital love beautifully pictures God’s love and commitment to His people.

From the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife;

And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.
Mk. 10:6-9

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
Eph. 5:31, 32

